
Proposed Byelaws of tCq
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Under the authority granted by the Grand l\ilark Lodge of lndiaf_.rnder fhe name and styte of lvlARK.,-z-
LODGE VIZIARAM GAJAPATHI shall be held at the Viziaram lV Memorial Masonic Tempte, Near RTC 'P
complex, vizianagaram or such other praces as decided by the worshipfut Master.

1. MEMBERSHIP :

The Members shall comprise only of four classes, namely Resident, Non-Resident, Life and Honorary.

Explanation, ,'Resident Members are lhose who ordinarily reside within the Municipal limits of the
Town of Vizianagaram.

Explanation 2, Non-Resident Members are those who oridinarily reside beyond the Municipal limits of
the Town of Mzianagaram and placed on the list of Non-Resideni Members as provided forin Bye Law
No.3.

Explanation 3.'Life Members are those who choose to become as such by paying a lumpsum amount
equal to ten years'Annual subscription as on date payable to the Mark Lodge, prouio"o tney have been
subscribing Members for 20 years continuously in this Mark Lodge and have also attained the age of ss
years. Also, if such a Member has multiple memberships in many Mark Lodges, he could become a Llfe
Member in only one of the Mark Lodge of hls choice. ln all cases, membership in this category wi be in
accordance with the guidelines laid down by the Board of General Purposes of Grand L6dge of lndia
from time to time.

Explanalion 4 ,'Honorary Members are those elected as such by the Mark Lodge in accordance with
Rule tO3 od the Book of Constitutions.. y\<(^

2. GONVERSION OF MEMBERSHIP FROM RESIDENT TO NON.RESIDENT STATUS :

Any Resident 
.Membe1, 

who ceases to reside within the Municipal limits of the Town of Vizianagaram,
may be placed on the Iist of Non-Resident Members on his application to the Secretary with effect from
the English calendar month following the month in which the application is received.

3. CONVERSION OF MEMBERSHIP FROM NON.RESIDENT TO RESIDENT STATUS :

Non-Resident Menibers residlng within the Municrpal limits of the Town of Vizianagaram for not less
than three consecutive months shall be transferred to the list of Resident Members with effect from the
first month after the monlh on which the three months period is completed.

4. CONVERSION OF MEMBERS FROM EITHER RESIDENT OR NONRESIDENI TO LIFE STATUS:

Both Resident and Non-Resident Members can opt to convert their membership status to that of Life
Member by paying the prescibed Life Membership Fee, as under Bye Law No. 10 (e) and subject to the
guidelines laid down by the Board of General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of lndia from time to time,

5. MEETINGS :

a) The Regular meetings of the Mark Lodge shall be held at the Viziaram lV Memorial Masonic
Temple, Near R.T.C..Complex, Mzinagaram on the Second Tuesday in the months of January, April,
July and October every year at such hour as may be directed by the WM & Wardens for each Meeting.

b) Emergency Meetings of the Mark Lodge may at any time be called by the authority of the WM, or
by the other Wardens with the concurrence of the WM strictly in accordance with Regulation q0 of the yKg-
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Bookof Mark Regulations of the Grand MarkLodge of lndia. Any fee charged shall be to the account of
the person / persons on whose behalfthe Emergency Meeting isheld. Hdwever the Standing Commit-
tee may, at its discretion, waive such recovery fee.

c) .. . 
Summons cbnvening the Regular / Emergency Meetings shall be despatched by the Secretary

to all the members of the Mark Lodge afleast seven days befoie the date of such Meeting.

6. ELECTION AND INSTALLATION MEETINGS :

a) The W.Master shall be elected annually at the Regular Meeting of the Mark Lodge in October
and shall be instatled at the next Regular Meeting in Janu-ry

b) The Treasurer and the Tyler shall be elected and chosen respectively each year at lhe Regular
Meeting of the Mark Lodge in october and invested as such at the lnstallation Meeiing in January.

7. ADMISSION OF MEMBERS :

a) candidates forAdvancement, Joining or Re-Joining the Mark Lodge may be both proposed and
seconded by subscribing members olthe Mark Lodge. such propositiois may t"re place lt Regular
Meetings of the Mark Lodge or by nolice in writing transmitted 6y ihe proposerio the iecretary aleast
fourteen days before the Meeting. Such a propoial or proposali shali be included in the Summons for
the Meeting at which the ballot is,to take place giving iull particulars of the candidate / candidates, in
accordance with thb provisions of Regulation f of the Book of Mark Lodge Regulations of the Crand.rf,.-
Mark Lodge of lndia. -lgwroo

b) Candidates for Joining or Re-Joining not already registered in the books of the Grand Mark
Lodge of lndia shall make the Declaration as provided in RLgulation too of the Book of Mark Lodge
Regulations of the Grand Mark Lodge of lndia.

c) 'Before the ballot forAdvancement / Joining / Re-Joining is proceeded with, the Secretary of the
Mark Lodge shall satisfy himself that he has taken care of the prouisions of Regulations 98to lcoot tne.rcc-
Book of Mark Lodge Regulations of the Grand Mark Lodge of lndia.

8. BALLOT:

Candidates shall be advanced or.admitted as Joining or Re-Joining members of the Mark Lodge in
accordance with and as per Regulation lol of the Book of Mark Lodge Regulations of the Grand Mark.,k,i-
Lodge of lndia. ln the event of an unfavourab,e ballot, the candidate itrall not be re-proposed until after .--
the lapse of six months from the date of first ballot.

e. voriNG:

ln all cases where the votes of brethren for and against any proposition are equal, the WM presiding
over the Meeting shall have a second or casting vole.

10. FEESAND SUBSCRIPTION :

a) FEE STRUCTURE:

The Fees payable to this Mark Lodge are as under and shall be payable in advance :

Advancement Fee for a member including Grand Mark Lodge Registry and certificate - Rs, 1gs0/-
+ Cost of Apron

Rejoining, Joining fee for a brother under Grand Mark Lodge of lndia constitution - Rs. 600/-

Reioining, Joining fee for a brother of the English or any other constitution

Subscription per annum for members
(Excluding dues to .RGML and GML)

b) A candidate for Advancement, Joining or Re-Joining at any part of the year shall pay the full

- Rs. 8001

- Rs. 150/-
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annual.subscriptiontogetherwiththeadmissionfeesforAdvancement,JoiningorRe.Joiningasthe
ease may be.

c) The above subscriptions shall be payable in advance each year'

d) Honorary Members are not liable to pay any subscription fees'

e) Upon becoming a Liie Member' under the guidelines laid down by the Board of General Pur-

Doses from time to time, the il;"il;;;;;;ir pay i one-rime iit" rr,r".oersnip Fee equar to ten vears'

innual Subscriptlon pavaote tl tffii? i"inJJl ""aate, 
ln addition to this' he shall continue to pav

the Annual Dues to the o""o ii""*'ioil; "n;;; ano to,tn" neqionat Grand Mark Lodge of southern

rndia, as imposed oy tnem trom tTmei;iil". He shar not have't-olay onty the nnnual Dues to the Mark

iH;;il;;li;; .l rong " 
n" i"*'ins a Life Member or this Mark Lodse'

f) lf a Serving Brother is elected as a Tyler he may either be exempted from paying his regular

Mark Lodge subscription ""0 
i", t" ,"v Le paid sucn ,"*un"t"tion for every Meeting he attends' as

i't'" StrnOit g Cormittee may determine from time to time

t1, EXCLUSION:

lf anv Brother allows his subscription lo_ be in arrears f orayeaL. the secretary shall advise him of the

amount due, by Regislered p".i'r^a ft the full amount is nJio'5ii-w'tftin thirty days from the date of 
"b4-

receipt or such notice, tl" .nri1 iliiri[ io eictusion ,no"t iului"tion iro or tne a'oot< of Mark Lodge

, Reoulations of the Grand Mark Lodge of lndia. He may ue re-a;mnted as a member again only on full

oaiment of all anears due from r.,irit"1"*"a oy regutar propoiiiion and ballot as prescribed in Regula-

ffil'fi;i;; d;il"i r'r",r. i"irg; h"s'r"tion' or ih" Grand Mark Lodse or lndia'

12. RESIGNATION :

AnvbrotherwishingtoresignfromtheMarkLodgemaynotifythesameVerballyinopenm€eting,orby
terter to the Secretary. su"i'i'r"ii* 

"n"ri 
tate Jr"ct ito. ii" date on which it is given' subject to all

arrears due {rom tne resrgni,lg';;ii;;t;l;;;.i" ot r"sisn"tion. Any Brother who has resigned will

be permitted to reioin on p"y'i"niot n"joining Fees 
"nd "fi 

a"ea'" dle' but snalt be subiect to fresh

ballot.

13. DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS :

a} SEiRETARY :

The Secretary shall conduct the entire generat business-and correspondence of the Mark Lodge He

shal keep record ot tne proieeiin'gi'oi in" n"_srrr, 
"no.emeiqencv 

Meetings of the Mark Lodge in the

Minutes Book and read tn"-J"ri"'""i in" nexr iegular-Meeiil;i i6" Mark Lodge for conf irmation He

shal maintain a s"p"r.r" ooil'io-rJiorJ G f'rf inri"s ot tne'sia-noing, Audit and Special Committees He

shall maintain a Memuersnip-ne!isiei ano preserve all records, filesl documents, etc' of the Mark Lodge'

He sha, arso fire arr tne neluin=ssa1il;;ri;;ffi i^; o"n"i.r'nug;r"lions to the Grand Mark Lodse of

lndia and the negionat crani ilrrr i"G 
"isorthern 

lndia withii the time stipulated for such Returns'

He shall be entrust6d with a sum of Rs. 1 ,000.00 (Rupe-esone Thousand only) for conting€nt expenses

i"i *ni.tt tt".ttrrl render accounts to the Treasurer periodically'

b)TREASURER :

HeshallhavechargeofandberesponsibteforthemonevandaccountsbooksoftheMarkLodge,He
sha, enter detairs of ,n" ,Jnlv ,"rlir"a, viz., subscriptiJns anJ otner dues and of all paymenls made

in rhe appropriate ooox. ot""!Jo,l,ii'u".,1riii;-"i""t,'witnout any delay, such sums of monev as have

been received, in 
"n 

,""J,ii-Jtinoi"g i" ih.n'r*" ot tn" rvriri Lodge with a scheduled Bank duly

operated by the resolution "iin" 
m"iilL"oge. ntt ctrequel must be sig-ned by any two of the followins'

viz. tne Wli or Secretary and the Treasurer'

AllpaymentsabovethesumofRs.looo.00(RupeesOneThousandonly)shallgenerallybemadeby
the aurhoriry of th" rrr"rx ilig-;.'i; ;;il ;il .Ltnorirv to pav all routine'expenses of the Mark Lodge'
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includingsuchasduestotheGrandMarkLodgeoflndia'theReoionalGrandMarkLodgeofSouthern
rndia, etc., as and when ther rr,i"J;""H;i"ii;il;, p"vr"nt. snJrill maae uv rhe authoritv of the Mark

Lodge..

AtthelnstallationMeeting,theaccountsoftheMarkLodgedrawnuptothelastdateofseptembershall
be presented, duly audited "ni;;il; 

ov'ine euoit co"'tt"" inu Treasurer shall at every Regular

Meeting submit and read rn opln Meeting'the Statement of Accounts

c) TYLER :

TheTvlershallpreparetheMarkLodgefortheMeetingsandseethateverybrother,whetheramember
or a visitor. is properlv 

"rotn"o 
lirtE="it"t"iiis'ilJ Mi* t-oosl He shall 

-be 
in charge of the warrant'

Regalia, etc. of the Mark Lodge'

,l4. STANDING GOMMITTEE :

ThereshallbeaStandingcommitteecomprisedoftheW.M,SeniorandJuniorWardenS,thelmmediate
Past Master, the secretary, d;''il*G; 5;;;;ar' tne rreasure;' the lmmediate Past Treasurer' the

Director of Ceremonies and t*o g't"ihi"n elected al the lnstallation Meeting'

ThedutiesofthestandingCommitteeShallbetoclnsidertheapplicationsforAdvancementofCandi.
dates and of Mark Master ruii"^"'i.l"i^ing or Re-Joining. cnecr tne accounts of the Mark Lodge'

make arrangements for the ;::ii;d;;; il""."r"roni". tili"of, consider all matters relatins to lhe

working of the Mark Lodge 
"^i-|.'"f'""i 

t" t"tters leading to tne improvemenl of the Mark Lodge Five

Members shall form a quorum'

{5. AUDIT COMMITTEE :

ThereshallalsobeanAuditCommitteeoftwomembers'whoarenotmembersoftheStandingCom-
mittee, elected at the July M;il;. ilA;iit i;orr,tt"" rnari ,erirv and audit the Annual statement of

Accounts of the Mark roogu l;ilnurr ;ertity tne conectness thereof before being circulated to all the

*LrU"r" prior to the lnstallation Meeting

16. SPECIAL COMMITTEE :

TheWM may, at his discretion, appoint a Special C?Il'ltT forthe consideration of any specialsubiect

or matter. such a committe" lt iii ton"irt'ot atteast wo meriuers uesioes the Two wardens' Mo and

the secratarv of the Mark ;;;: i"h;;;';;iu"it 'n"rr 
f;;; il*rn for the meetins of anv such

Committee.

17. PROPOSITIONS:

EverypropositionfortheconsiderationoftheMarkLodgeshallbeproposedbyonememberandsec.
onded by another. *" pr"pJ.i ,l^'"nlff'Ue 

"on"ia"r"O 
f"i U"ff"t'g ai a iiiteeting'untess a notice of it has

been given at the previous ii#n[;;i;;lo in wriring i;i;e-secretart atliast fourteen davs ahead

for inclusion in tne summois-i"ii" tn" Mark Lodge at *n[rt ine proposition is to be considered' Any

p.po'.ition ,"0" by the WM will need seconding'

18. PROPERTY:

Fumiture,Regalia,theMarkLodgeandotherpropertiesoftheMarkLodgeshallbevestedinthecareof
rhe wM, warden.. rn"y .il.ir"rlv;;';i;;";i;;y.t rr"t ot-op"rtv . a-Book of lnventorv kept for that

purpose and such.in*nto'vi'n']io" pi"l"'r"J "irn"-'.1^tlfmmffi 3::""1"tJ 1::tHJf.Y;#:::
'tfihev so desire, they may entrust the properties mentlon

and iustody on their behalf'

19. BYE LAWS :

TheByeLawsoftheMarkLodgeshallbereadatleastonceinayearinanopenMeeting,EVerybrother,
on becomins a member "i"il5#;* 

iiOi"""r,"ir u" pt"-t"niJ*itn a copv of these Bve Laws No

)=t^t-



alteration or addition to these Bye Laws may be T',g*.u.nl?,:s 
the same is duly proposed and seconded

in an,open Mark Lodse at a Regula,ll""i;t, ;"rro"u i" th",;;;;l; ioitn" nixt Meeting at which the

amendment or attera[ion sha* uL contirmeJ,"i"i, *'"" applied i;il;; approvar of Regional Grand Mark

M;;i;;L;!e ano the Grand Mark Lodse of lndia'

20. IUIISCELLANEOUS:

Allmatters not especiallv provided for bv l11Y?tL.t::P*t#:1:";:."t 
bv these Bve Laws shall be

ilsl':TJffi ;ffi ru {;; k' ;i Gstiiution ar Laws of rtrtt Mason rv

cERrtFrED that these Bve L1w.s h,"'".?:.::g't:'::11??S:'1""33}rt::?i,ffi[tT'-rl'3,iiJ,l1";
?ffi5tl,"r8e'^T,Tfi 3li,:ilT":il:;il?#u;;ffiil; i-:rth'n on l6th dav or March 2014 at

E

Vizianagaram.

Senior Warden *- .- '- -dlJrri6f Warden

n'-' 
\

Approved by R.W. the Regional Grand Mark Master

Ptace, Cfio^r'a^

/wr

Date: l3 /0.a./*'.--

Place': \'.tE*r bEurn

Date: \S .\\ ':or f

Approved bY M.W. the Grand Master

REGIONAL GRAND MARK MASTER

"r et#hl^-
GRffiffiRETARY
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