LODGE VANCHINAD No. 278

KOLLAM, KERALA

BYE-LAWS

1 MEMBERS

The Lodge may have two classes of members,
namely:

(i) Members;
(ii) Honorary Members.

Honorary Members are those elected, as such
for services rendered to Freemasonry in general
or to the Lodge in particular as provided in
Rule 142 of the Book of Constitutions. Honorary
Members shall not pay any admission fees or
contributions of any kind and shall not be
eligible to vote or hold office.

All members will communicate promptly their
change of address to the Secretary.,
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II DUES AND FEES

4. Fees and subscriptions payable to the Lodge

shall be paid in advance and as follows:—

(a) Subscription for Members shall be Bs,
400/~ per annum. y

(b) Fee for Initiation shall be Rs. 2000/—
This is inclusive of stewards fund and all
fees payable by the Lodge to the Grand
Lodge and Regional Grand Lodge.

(c) Fee for joining or rejoining from the
Indian Constitution shall be Rs. 1000/~

(d) Fee for joining from a recognised
Constitution shall be Rs. 1250/~

(¢) Fee of Rs. 600/- yearly towards stewards
fund shall be paid by each member in
advance which will be exclusively used
for refreshments.

Il FEES OF HONOUR

(a) The Master shall pay on Installation a -

Fee of Honour to the Charity Fund,
of iRg <425/

B

10.

(b) Each Warden on first investment shall
pay a fee of Honour to the Charity fund,
of Rs. Rs. 15/

IV MEETINGS

Regular meetings of the Lodge shall unless
otherwise decided by the Lodge be held at
“Jayasankar,” Anandavalleeswaram, Kollam, on
the fourth Sunday of every month.

Emergency meetings may be convened at
any time as per Rule 116 of the Book of
Constitutions.

All summonses will be circulated by the
Secretary at least seven days previous to the
day of regular meeting and as soon as possible
in case of emergency.

V ELECTIONS AND INSTALLATIONS

The Master, Treasurer and Tyler shall be
clected at the regular meeting in March, the
Master and Treasurer by ballot and the Tyler by
show of hands.

The Master-Elect shall be installed at the regular
meeting in April,
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13.
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No member whose dues are unpaid for one
year shall be eligible to be appointed or
elected to any office in the Lodge.

VI PERMANENT COMMITTEE

A Permanent Committee for general purposes
shall be constituted at the Installation Meeting,
consisting of the Master, the Immediate Past
Master, the two Wardens, Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, Treasurer, Director of Ceremonies and
4 elected members consisting of two Past Masters
and two Master Masons.

The duties of the Committee shall be:

(@ To scrutinise the quarterly financial
statements prepared by the Treasurer;

(b) To enquire into the eligibility of every
candidate proposed for admission;

(¢c) To take an inventory of the Lodge
properly and report on its condition;

(d) To consider and suggest any matter
tending to promote the welfare of the
Lodge.

14.
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VIl AUDIT COMMITTEE

A Committee of two, who are not members
of the Permanent Committee, shall be elected
by the Lodge at the regular meeting in March
to audit the Treasurer’s accounts, to inspect
and take an inventory of the property of the
Lodge, to examine the Secretary’s  Books
and draw up a report of the result of thejr
€xaminations and of the working of the Lodge
during the past year, making suggestions, if
any, to promote the welfare of the Lodge.
The Annual Report of the Audit Committee shall
be read and passed in the meeting in April each
year before the instailation of the Master, which
after being read, shall be entered in the
Minutes Book and printed and circulated to all
members. One copy of the Report and of
the audited accounts shall be sent to the
Regional Grand Secretary.

VIII. DUTIES OF THE TREASURER

() The Treasurer shall collect all moneys
payable to the Lodge and deposit them
in a Bank approved by the Lodge in the
name of the Lodge. He shall make pay-
ments for current routine expenses with
the permission of the Master/Secretary.
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v

IX.
@
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The Treasurer shall make payment of
petty contingent expenses, for -which
purpose he shall keep an imprest of
Rs. 50/-

All cheques must bear the signature of
the Treasurer and Master or Secretary.

The Treasurer shall close the Lodge
account every year and also present a
financial statement monthly in the Lodge
meeting.

The Treasurer shall draw up an annual
statement of account showing the receipts
and expenditure and balance in cash,
securities, etc., for the year ending 3lst
March which when audited and found
correct by the Audit Committee shall be

signed and placed before the Lodge at the

Installation Meeting in April.

DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY

The Secretary shall be in charge of the
Lodge Seal and all record books other
than the account books maintained by the
Treasurer.. He shall conduct all general
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business and correspondence of the Lodge
under the orders of the Master.

(ii) All letters from Members of the Lodge
shall be addressed to the Secretary.

(i) The Secretary shall issue summonses for
all meetings, take proper minutes of all
the proceedings of the Lodge, receive all
petitions, memorials, etc., and lay them
before the Master.

(iv) The Secretary shall keep an imprest cash
of Rs. 500/~ in order to meet expenses
such as postage etc, and tender account
of the same at every Permanent Com-
mittee/Audit Committee Meeting.

X. ADMISSION, RIGHTS AND RESIGNATIONS
OF MEMBERS AND CESSATION OF
MEMBERSHIP

17. a) Before a candidate is proposed for initiation,
joining or rejoining, his proposal form, duly
filled in, proposed and seconded, shall be
furnished to the Secretary.
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