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Reti rement of Members 

~ If any Brother allows his subscription to 
re~ in arrears for four quarters . th e Scribe shall 
advise him of the amount due by registered post 
and if the full amount is not paid off within thirty 
days from date there of he sha ll be l iab lo to Exclu­
sion under Article 109 of th e Book of Constitutions . 

18. Brethren qesirous of retiring from the 
Lodge may notify the same either verbally in open 
Lodge or by letter. to the Scribe. If a Brother fails 
to observe this rule he shal l be liable for hi s subs­
cription until such notice is given. 

Propositions 

19. Every proposition for consideration by th e 
Lodge shall be proposed by one member and 
seconded by another. 

20. Amendments, duly pr o po s e d and 
seconded. niay be moved to any proposition 
Am·endments sh.all be put to the vote first, and if 
negatived the or igin al proposition shal l be put to 

BY-LAWS OF 

CJ:2. o4. cm. 'i!,od9e ~urdial ~ill 
No. 31 

As amended as on 24-12-93 

'" Meetings 
1. The Lodge shall meet on the first Thursday 

in the menths of January, April, July and October 
at the Freemasons· Hall . Madras at 6-30 p.m. or at 
such time as the Worshipful Commander may fi x . 

2. An Emergency Meeting may be held at any 
t imo when duly summoned by command of Worship­
ful Commander or the Officer-in-Charge of the 
Lodge . · 

3. •Every Summon• for a regular Metting or for 
ari Emergency Meeting sha II be sent by the Scribe to 
all the members of the Lodge seven clear days 
before the day . of regular meeting and three cleaJ 
days before the day of Emergency meeting. 

4 . The Summons shall contain a notico' of all 
busi·ness to be . transacted at such meeting. At an 
EmergencyMeeii•g only the business set forth in the 
Summons sha ll be transacted. At a Regular Meeti ng, 



the 1Worshipful 'Co·mmander·may at his d1iscretion, 
permit any business nor given notice of ih the Sum­
mons, to be transacted if it appe;1rs to him to be 
of urgency 0r importance. 

Management 

The affairs of the Lodge shal I be managed 
by a eneral Committee consisting of the Worship­
ful Commander (who shall be the President of the 
Committee). the Wardens. all Installed Noahs, the 
Treasurer, the Scribe and two members elected by 
the Lodge. The elec'tion 'of members shall take 
place at the Installation Metting in July. 

6 This Committee shall consider such m&tters 
specifical1y referred to by the Lodge; deal w ith 
applications for membership, and prepare an ·Annual 
Report on the state of the · Lodge, wh ich shall bs 
submitted to the Lodge for approval at each Instal­
lation meeting. The Committee shall meet at l·east 
once in every quarter and its proceedings shall be 
read in open Lodge at the next Regular Meeting. 
Three members 'Shall form a quorum. 

.. 
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15. In , al'I ·cas.es Where the vdtes of the 
Brethren on any proposition are equal the 
Worshipful Commander shall have a second 
or casting vote. 

Fees. Subscription etc. 
16. The following fees shaJI be payable to 

the Lodge: 

Rs. 
For Elevation ~O t-O(f . QO 

For Jo ining from a Lodge under 
the Constitution 500' !00" · 00 

For Re-jo ining 5o O :LOO 00 

For re-jo ining from a Lodge of a 
reccgn ised Ponstitution 500 .100 00 

For E'me rgency Meeting (payabie 
by the Brother / s for whose con- · 
venience the meetirig is held) 100 00 

Annual subscript io111 payab ltl in advance 
Rs . 00/- in addition to the annual subscription, 
,he annual dues payable to Regional Grand Mark 
Lodge and Grand Mark Lodge at the prevailing 
rates by the Members. 
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posed and seconded at a Regular Meeting of the 
Lodge. His full name. profession or occupation , 
place of abode. the name and number of the 
R.A M. Lodge of which he is a member, must be 
set forth in the Summons for the Meet ing at wh ich 
the ballot is to take place He must produce his 
Royal Ark Mar iner 's Certificate and a Clearance 
Certificate from the Lodge of which he is or was 
a member stating that h is dues have been pa id in 
lull ; He must also pay before ballot t he fees st ipu ­
lated in By-Law 16 as w ell as his subscription tor 
the curren~ quarter. 

13. The Lodge shall not proceed with the 
ballot for Elev?ti on or Joini ng unless th e Scribe 
has reported that the documents mentioned in the 
foregoing By -Laws have been produced. 

14. No Brother sha ll be Elevated in , or 
admitted a member of the .Lodge, if on the ballot 
more than two black ball s sha ll appear aga inst 
him . In the event of an unfavourable ballot . the 
candidate shall not be proposed again until after 
the lapse of six months from the date of his 
rejection. 

3 

7, The Scribe shall .conduct all the general 
business and correspondence of the Lodge. He 
shall keep record in a Minutes !look of the bus iness 
transacted at every Regular and Emergency Meeting 
of the Lodge and read the same for confirmation at 
the next Regul ar Meeting . He shall maintain in a 
separate book a re cord of the meetings of the 
General Committee . He shall keep a regis1er ·of all 
members of the Lodge, He shall carefully preserve 
all the registers and records of the Lodge. Ha shall 
be entrusted with a· mm not exceed ing Rupees 
Twenty-five for contingent expenses for which 
he shall render per iodical accounts to the Treasurer 

8 . The Treasurer shall have cha rge of and be 
responsible for the moneys and accoun1 books of th e 
Ledge. He shall enter th e deta i ls for moneys recei­
ved and paid out, in appropr iate books of account, 
He shall collect the subscription and other dues, if 
any , f rom members and de r.osite them in tho nam& 
of t he Lodge in a Bank approvtd by resolution of 
the Lodge. He shall have authority to pay as and 
w hen they fall due all rout ine expenses of thti 
Lodge such as G.M .I. and R.G.l. dues, rent ana 
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electricity charges, Warder's fees , and sundry 
expenses. All other payment shall be made only 
on the authority of the Lodg e, of the Worshipful 
Commander or the Officer- in-Charge of th e Lodge. 
At the l ~stallation meeting he shall place before 
the Ledge tho accounts written upto 31 st March 
previou~ audited and ce rt ified as correct by the 
Audit Committe e. 

9 . The Worshipful Commander and Treasurer 
shall be elected annually by .!,a llot and the Warder 
chosen by show 81 hands at the Regular M ee t ing in 
April . The Worshipful Commander-elect shall be 
Installed and he shall he appoint and invest the 
following Officers and no more at the next Regu lar 
Meeting in July: Senior Warden: Jun ior Warden ; 
~hapla in Treasure r; (e lected) Scribe; D irector of 
Certimoniea; Senior Deacon; Jun ior Deac on; 
Organi~t; Guard ian ; Stewards and Warder (c losen) 

Q An Audit Committee of two members 
sh~e elected by the Lodge at the lnstai lation 
rii eeting who shall audit the accounts of th e 
Lodge for the year and certify its corre'ctness. 

5 

Admission o.f Members 

11 . A Mark Maste r Mason desirous of being 
El evated to this Degree may eithe r be proposed 
and seconded at a Regul ar Meeting of the Lodge, 
or a~ applica t ion duly signed by his proposer and 
seconder may be fent to the Scribe at least fifteen 
d ays before tha meeting and t he proposa l shall be 
includ ed in th e Summons for the next Regular 
M eeting, Th e full name el the candidate, his age, 
calling , place of abode, the name and number of 
the Mark Lodge of which he is or was a member 
and the names of the pc pose r ai.d secorder must 
appear in the Su mmon s for the Meeting at w hi•h 
the ballot is to take place He shall produce for 
inspection befo re , the ballot is taken' his -Grand 
Lodge Certific ate as Mark Master Mason and a 
Clearance Cert if icate from each · of the M ark 
Lodges of which he is or was a mfmber, stating 
that his dues have been paid in fu l l. He sha ll 
also pay on being ballottecl the fees stipulated in 
By-Law 16 as well as his subscription for the 
curren t q1Jarter. 

12. If a Brother who is a Rova·1 Ark Marine, 
is desi rous of jo in ing the Lodpe, he must be pro-
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the 1Worshipful 'Co·mmander·may at his d1iscretion, 
permit any business nor given notice of ih the Sum­
mons, to be transacted if it appe;1rs to him to be 
of urgency 0r importance. 

Management 

The affairs of the Lodge shal I be managed 
by a eneral Committee consisting of the Worship­
ful Commander (who shall be the President of the 
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Treasurer, the Scribe and two members elected by 
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applications for membership, and prepare an ·Annual 
Report on the state of the · Lodge, wh ich shall bs 
submitted to the Lodge for approval at each Instal­
lation meeting. The Committee shall meet at l·east 
once in every quarter and its proceedings shall be 
read in open Lodge at the next Regular Meeting. 
Three members 'Shall form a quorum. 
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15. In , al'I ·cas.es Where the vdtes of the 
Brethren on any proposition are equal the 
Worshipful Commander shall have a second 
or casting vote. 

Fees. Subscription etc. 
16. The following fees shaJI be payable to 

the Lodge: 
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For Jo ining from a Lodge under 
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reccgn ised Ponstitution 500 .100 00 

For E'me rgency Meeting (payabie 
by the Brother / s for whose con- · 
venience the meetirig is held) 100 00 

Annual subscript io111 payab ltl in advance 
Rs . 00/- in addition to the annual subscription, 
,he annual dues payable to Regional Grand Mark 
Lodge and Grand Mark Lodge at the prevailing 
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Reti rement of Members 

~ If any Brother allows his subscription to 
re~ in arrears for four quarters . th e Scribe shall 
advise him of the amount due by registered post 
and if the full amount is not paid off within thirty 
days from date there of he sha ll be l iab lo to Exclu­
sion under Article 109 of th e Book of Constitutions . 

18. Brethren qesirous of retiring from the 
Lodge may notify the same either verbally in open 
Lodge or by letter. to the Scribe. If a Brother fails 
to observe this rule he shal l be liable for hi s subs­
cription until such notice is given. 

Propositions 

19. Every proposition for consideration by th e 
Lodge shall be proposed by one member and 
seconded by another. 

20. Amendments, duly pr o po s e d and 
seconded. niay be moved to any proposition 
Am·endments sh.all be put to the vote first, and if 
negatived the or igin al proposition shal l be put to 

BY-LAWS OF 

CJ:2. o4. cm. 'i!,od9e ~urdial ~ill 
No. 31 

As amended as on 24-12-93 

'" Meetings 
1. The Lodge shall meet on the first Thursday 

in the menths of January, April, July and October 
at the Freemasons· Hall . Madras at 6-30 p.m. or at 
such time as the Worshipful Commander may fi x . 

2. An Emergency Meeting may be held at any 
t imo when duly summoned by command of Worship­
ful Commander or the Officer-in-Charge of the 
Lodge . · 

3. •Every Summon• for a regular Metting or for 
ari Emergency Meeting sha II be sent by the Scribe to 
all the members of the Lodge seven clear days 
before the day . of regular meeting and three cleaJ 
days before the day of Emergency meeting. 

4 . The Summons shall contain a notico' of all 
busi·ness to be . transacted at such meeting. At an 
EmergencyMeeii•g only the business set forth in the 
Summons sha ll be transacted. At a Regular Meeti ng, 
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vote, but if the amendment is carried the original 
proposition shall be deemed to have been lost. 

21 . No proposition shall be considered at a 
,meetir.g unless notice of it had been given at the 
previous Regular. Meeting, or forwarded in writing 

.to the Scribe for inclusion in the Summo111s at 
least f ifteen days before the date of the Meeting 
at which the ' proposition is to be considered; but 
the Worshipful Commander shall have power to 
admit a proposition for consideration if he consi­
ders it of importance or urgency, eventhough 
previous notice as aforesaid had not been given. 

22 . Every member must add.ress the Worshipful 
Gommander standing and in the monn er usual 
amongst_ Royal Ark Mariners . No member shall 
speak rriore than once bn the same subject. The 
proposer shall have the right of reply. 

23. It sha 11 not be competent to the Lodge 
to abrogate, alter or amend these By:-Laws ·unl8'SS 

• the abrogation, amendment or alteration shall have 
been moved iA open Lodge at one meeting, 
considered and passed at the next Regular meeting 
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end confirmed et th e subsequent Regular meet ing 
Approval must then be obta ined in accordance 
with Rul e 87 of Book of Const it uti on . 

24. Every member, on adm ission , shall be 
presented w ith a copy of the By-Laws and his 
acceptance thereof shall be deemed a subm iss ion 
thereto. 

25. At Every Regular and Emergency meet ing 
of th e Lodge, th e charity bag shal l be circul ated . 

These By-Laws were considered and adopted 
on ·Iha date of Consecrat ion , 22nd Apri l 1966. 

(Sd.) S. T. SRINIVASA GOPALACHARI , 
W.C.N. 

(Sd ,) ' R. GANESH . SW. 
(Sd.) E. P. B. MANIAN , J .W. 
(Sd ) V. L. NARASIMHA RAO, Scribe 

Approved by me on 22nd Apri l 1966. 
(Sd ) S, T. SRINIVASA GOPALACHA RI 
Regional Gra nd Mark M aster, Southern India. 

Approved by M. W . The Gra•d M ast er on 
2211d April 1966 . 

(Sd. ) P, M. SUNOARAM, 
Grand Secretary . 

.. 

BY- LAWS OF 

~ .. o4. cm. 'f!_od9e ~urdial ($1/1 
No, 31 




