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BY-LAWS OF

LODGE OM VIGHNESWARA

NO. 218 G.L.I.
_'———‘-_‘_—__*_—_

MADRAS

(As Amended upto 15th March 1991)

. Sy-Laws of Om Vighneswara No, 218 G.L.I. framed under Rule 111 of ths
Constitution of Grand Lodge of India

MEMBERS ¢ 1. The Members of the Lodge shall comprise of
three classes, namely, Resident, Non-
Resident and Honorary.,

Explanation: (1) Resident Members ars those
' who ordinarily reside within
the radius of 30 knms, from
Freemasons' Hall,

Explanation: (2) Non-Resident Members ares
” those who ordinarly resids

beyond a radius of 30 kms .
from Freemasons'® Hall,
Madras and are placed on
the list of the Non-Resident
Members as provided for in
By=Law No. 2,

Explanation: (3) Honorary Members are those
elected as such by the Lodge
in accordance with Rule 142
of the Book of Constitutions,

2. Any Resident Member who ceases to reside within
the radius of30 kms. from Freemasons' Hall,
Madras, may be placed by the Lodge on the list
of Non-Resident Members on his application to
the Secretary with effect from the English
Calsndar month following the month in which

such an application is received.
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Non-Resident Membsrs, who reside within the
radius of 30 kms. from Freemasons' Hall,
Madras, for not less than three consescutivs
months shall be transferred to the list of
Resident Members with effect from the month
next after the month in which three months
period is completed.

In case of transfer of Members from the
Resident to Non=Resident list or vics versa,
a change in the rate of subscription will bs
effected from the month following.

The Regular Mestings of the Lodge shall bs
held at Freemasons' Hall, Madras-600105, on
Third Friday of every month at such hour as
may be directed by the Master from time fo

timae.

Emergency Meetings of the Lodge may be held
for the purposes mentioned in the Book of
Constitutions and in accordance with the

provisions thersof,.

The Master and Treasurer shall annually bse
elected at the Regular Meeting of the Lodgs
in February and shall be installed at the
next Regular Meeting in March.

The Tyler shall be chosen at the Regular

Meeting in February.
The following shall be ths scale of fees:

Fees for Initiation @ Rs.500/=

Rs. 300/=

Joining Fee =
Joining from a Lodge
under Grand Lodgse

of India
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L 4 Joining Fee - ¢ Rs. 500/-
Joining from a Lodge
under other Consti-
tutions

Rs e 200/-

Re-Joining Fee

The above fees do not include the fees
payabls to Grand Lodge of India and Regional
Grand Lodge of Southern India.

The above fess are payable in advance befors
3 Initiation or Joining or Re=Joining.

10. The subscription payable shall be as follows
‘ Raesident Member ¢ Rse 211/- per year

Non-Resident Member : Rs. 120/- per year

Subscriptions shall be payable in advance
d at the beginning of sach year i.e. 1st March,
Honorary Members shall not bs liable for any

. fess payabls to the Lodgs.

The above Subscriptions do not include the
amounts payable to Grand Lodge of India and
Regional Grand Lodge of Southern India,

’., _ 11. In case an Emergency Meeting is held for ths
sole purpose of conferring a Degree at the
request of and for the convenience of a
candidate, the Lodge may require from such
e candidate a sum not exceeding Rs.50/-
(Rupees Fifty only) towards expenses of

the Meetinge.

o

ADMISSION OF : 12. No person shall be considered for being ad-

MEPEIE ES - mitted as a Member of the Lodge unless and
until the Membership Committee of the Lodgs
considers and reports to the Lodge upon the
character, qualification and general desir-
ability of the candidates proposed for

Membershipe.




13, Application for Initiation or Joining or Re-
Joining shallbe deposited with the Secrstary
atleast seven days befors the meeting at

which the candidate is to be proposed and

secondsde.

14, No candidate for Initiation or Joining shall
. | be initiated or ballotted for until he has
signed a declaration as set forth undsr
- Rules 137 and 138 of the Book of Constitu=
tions and has been duly proposed and secondsc
and all fees payable therefor have been paid.

. 15, A candidate for Initiation or a Brother
desirous of Joining or Re=joining the Lodgse
shall not bes accepted, if on the ballot,

two or more black balls appear. In cases of
doubt, the Master may immediately cause a
second ballot to be taken and if it proves
unfavourable, it shall be final. In every
case, the Secretary shall communicate the
results of the ballot to the candidate. In
all cases of unfavourabls ballot, the fses
shall be returned at the time information is

furnishede.

. 16. A candidate or a Brother rejected on balleot
' shall not be eligible to be proposed again
until the expiry of six months from the date

of such rejectione

17, Any member, whose subscription remains unpaid
for two years after it becomes dus, shall be

EXCLUSION

deprived, while so in default, of all or any
of the rights of voting, proposing or
gseconding a candidate éhd being appointed or
elected to offices and he shall further be
liable for exclusion in accordance with the

provision contained in Rule 156 of the Book

of Constitutions,
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a RESIGNATION SO
¢

DUTIES OF THE ¢ 20.

SECRETARY

Any Member, who has been excluded under
By-Law 17 may be permitted to re-join,
provided he is regularly proposed and
ballotted for in accordance with Rule 138
of the Book of Constitutions and also pays
all arrears due by him and the prescribed
feas for Re=Joining.

Any Membsr cf the Lodge may resign his
Membership by notifying such resignation

by a written notice to the Secretary or by
declaration in open Lodge. The resignation
takes effect in accordance with Rule 158

of the Book of Constitutions. Any Member,
who fes resigned his membership, will be
permitted to Re=join on payment of re-
joining fee, and any arrears due but shall
be subjected to a fresh ballot.

(i) The Secretary of the Lodge shall conduct
the general correspondence, issue summons
for all meetings, keep the Membership
Register and the Declaration Book,

(ii) The Secretary, along with the outgoing
incumbent in the said office, shall svsry
ysar, soon after taking charge of his office
but not later than the next Regular Mseting
of the Lodge, prepars an Inventory of all
articles, books and records of the Lodgs

and sign the same. Countersigned by ths
Master and Immediate Past Mastsr, he shall
place the same before the Permanent Committse

for inspection and information.

(iii) He shall also kesp in safe custedy all

records and take charge of the Lodgs Ssal,
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(iv) He shall make payments for petty con-
tingent expenses, for which purposes hs
shall receive an advance of not more than
Rs.25/= from the Treasurer from time to

time.

(1) All moniss due to or held for the Lodge
shall be paid or remitted to the Treasurer
dirsctly, who shall without undue delay
deposit the same in an account in the name
of the. Lodge at the scheduled Bank, approve
by the Resclution of the Lodgs.

(ii) All cheques must bear the signature of
the Treasurer and ths Master of the Lodgse.

(1ii) The Treasurer shall regularly enter
a complete record of all monies passings
through his hands in the proper books of

accountse.

(iv) The Treasurer shall prepare a statemen
of accounts annually made up as on 28th
February of each ysar showing the exact
financial position of the Lodge and submit
the sams to the Audit Committee as early as
possible in the month of March every year.

(v) The Treasurer shall, at every Regular
Meeting, submit and rsad in open Lodgs, a
monthly statement of accounts.

The Tyler shall prepare the Lodge for ths
Mesting and see that every Brother, whether
a member or visitor, is properly clothed,
pravious to admission into the Lodgs.

The Tyler shall also be in charge of the
Collars, Aprons, etc. belonging to the Lodge
He shallreceive for the proper discharge of
his dutises a sum of Rs,.20/- per meeting or

such other remuneration as the Lodges may vot

from time to tims.




FEQ0FCSITIONS ¢ 23, (i) No motion, unlessit is purely formal
or technical, shall be raised in the Lodgs
at any meeting for which notice has not besn
given in the previous Regular Meeting or by
a communication addressed to the Secretary
not less than 14 days before the Meeting at
which such proposition is to be considerad.
The said motion shall be included in the

summons -

~

Pro;ided the Master shall have the power
to enable any urgent proposition of importanc
to be raised and put to the vote of the Lodge

(ii) In the case of a tie, the Master shall
have the right of a casting yote, which shall
decide the ballot.

(iii) No question once decided shall be raise
again without the permission of the Master
or until 6 months have slapsed.

24, The Master, Immediate Paster Master, Present

PERMANENT :

COMMITTEE Wardens, Treasurer, Secratary, Director of
Ceremonies, S.D., J.De and 1.G. and 2 Members
glected at the Installation Meeting shall

. constitute the Permanent Committes.

It shall be the duty of this Committes to

' check the accounts, make arrangements for
. the Meetings and consider all the matters
connected with the working of the Lodgs, to
inspect and check all the propsrties of ths
Lodge and report upon genesrgl questions
éffacting the Lodge. The Master, if present
shall preside and in his absence the Immediate
Past Master or in his abssnce the seniocrmost
Brother present shall preside. The Permanent
Committee shall meet atlsast once in a month
except in the months of May, Juns, July and

Auqust before Regular Mesting.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

The Lodge shall elect at the Installation
Meating a Membership Committee consisting

of two members for the purpose of considerin
and reporting to the Lodge upon the characts
qualifications and the general desirability
the candidates proposed for membership of th
Lodge.

At the Regular Meeting of the Lodge in
February every year, the Lodge shall elect
an Audit Committee to verify and audit ths
Annual Statement of Accounts prepared by

the Treasurer under Rule 129 of the Book of
Constitutions. It shall be the duty of ths
Committee to submit at the Installation Mest:
an Annual Report on the financial position of
the Lodgs.

A sum of Rs,50/= from the General Funds of
the Lodge shall bs held at the disposal of
the Master to meet emergency cases of distres
In case the Master shall think Pit to taks
advantage of this By-=lLaw, he shall report the
circumstances at the next Regular Meeting of
the Lodgs.

Summons or Notice which is to be sent to any
Member, shall be deemed sufficiently served
if it sent through post to the address stated
in the Membership Register, unless the Secrst
is duly notified of the change of address by
the Member concerned.

In respect of matters not specifically and
expressly provided for in the By=Law, the
Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodgs of
India as embodied in the Book of Constitutions

shall applye.
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: 30. (i) It shall not be competent for the Brothe
to abrogate, amend, add to or alter thess
By-Laws, unless the abrogation, amendment,
addition or alteration shall havs bessn
approved of, at one Regular Meeting and con=-
firmed at the next Regular Meeting of the
Lodge and approved by the R.W. Regional Grant
Master of Southern India and the M.W. Grand

Master.

(ii) In the event of any abrogation, amend-
ment or revision of any By-Law or By=Laws,
the Secretary shall provide each Member with
a copy thereof after approval by the R.We.
The Regional Grand Master of Southern India
and by the M.W. The Grand Master.

(iii) Every Member of the Lodge, on his Ini=-
tiation or Joining, sheall be presented with

a copy of these By=Laws and his acceptancs
thereof shall be deemed a pledge of his stric
adherence and submission to the rules con=-

tained thersine.

Adopted unanimously at the Consecration and Constitution of the Lodgs on

5th February 1974.

(sd) S. SRINIVASAN

(sd) S. RAJAN
W.Master

Senior Warden

(sd) 8. KRISHNARAU
Junior Wardsen

Approved by

(sd) R. PARTHASARATHY
Secretary

the R.W. Regional Grand Mastef. . . .  yeepaswamI

Febe 1974 Regional Grand Master

: the M.W. The Grand Master
» Feb, 1974

(sd) P.M. SUNDARAM
Grand Secretary
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